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Old Crow Experiential Education Project resources were developed with input 
and guidance from Vuntut Gwitchin members, Elders and resource workers in Old 

Crow, Yukon, Canada. The resources and lessons are specific and relevant to the 
traditional and cultural activities of the Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation people. It is 
recommended that organizations and individuals interested in using these materials 

reflect on their community and youth needs, and create their own materials for 
their own community’s traditions and culture under the guidance of Elders, com-

munity members and resource workers. 

 
All material in this Old Crow Experiential Education Project is, unless otherwise 

stated, the property of Vuntut Gwitchin Government. Copyright and other intellec-
tual property laws protect these materials. Reproduction or retransmission of the 

materials, in whole or in part, in any manner, without the prior written consent of 
the copyright holder, is a violation of copyright law.  
 

A single copy of the materials available through Old Crow Experiential Education 
Project may be made, solely for personal, non-commercial use. Individuals must 
preserve any copyright or other notices contained in or associated with them. Us-

ers may not distribute such copies to others, whether or not in electronic form, 
whether or not for a charge or other consideration, without prior written consent of 

the copyright holder of the materials. Contact information for requests for permis-
sion to reproduce or distribute materials available through this project is listed 
below:  

 

Director of Education     

Vuntut Gwitchin Government     
PO Box 94       
Old Crow, YT Y0B 1N0     

(867) 966-3261       
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Spring Culture Camp  
Grades 1 - 3 Guidebook 

 

Name: _____________________ 

 

Land-Based Experiential Learning 
 

Learning Every Day! 
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Fill in Your Schedule! 

Time Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 

7  

a.m. 

 

 
 

   

8  

a.m. 

   

 
 

 

9  

a.m. 

 

 
 

   

10  

a.m. 

    

11  
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Noon     

1  

p.m. 

    

2  

p.m. 

 

 
 

   

3  

p.m. 
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p.m. 

    

5  

p.m. 

 

 
 

   

6  

p.m. 

 

 
 

   

7  

p.m. 

    

8  

p.m. 

    

9  

p.m. 
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Extra space for writing stories,  

drawing pictures & collecting autographs! 



42  

Student Assessment  
How Did I Do? 

 
Think...how did YOU do with the various tradi-
tional activities?  

Activity  Help Needed Okay Master 

I can unpack and pack my clothes.    

I know my way around camp.    

I know the lake near the camp.    

I can carry wood.    

I can stay safe around a wood stove.    

I helped find a muskrat pushup.    

I helped scoop ice out of the hole.    

I helped cover the muskrat pushup with 
snow. 

   

I remembered where we set the traps.    

I watched my teachers skin a muskrat.    

I helped stretch a muskrat skin.    

I set a rabbit snare.    

I skinned a rabbit.    

I used snowshoes.    

I cleaned up my tent.    

I tried to speak the local language.    

I listened to an Elder.    

I worked in my journal every evening.    

I had LOTS of fun!!     
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Free Space for  

Writing  
&  

Drawing! 
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Section 1: 

Before & After Camp  

Activities 

 

Home sweet camp home. 2011 
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CAMP GUIDELINES AND SAFETY 
 

 
1.  Be respectful   

 Respect everyone. 

 Use appropriate manners. 

 No bullying and no teasing. 

 Listen and learn from your hunters, Elders, teachers 

and instructors. 

 

 
2.  Be prepared   

 Bring three changes of warm clothing. 

 Bring clothing for traveling and outdoor activities. 

 No junk food. 

 iPods can be used in the evening only. 

 You can bring traditional food to share. 
 

 

3.  Be helpful   

 Help around camp when possible (collecting fire-

wood, getting water, helping the cook, etc.). 

 Ask if any of the camp staff, hunters, Elders, teach-

ers or instructors need help. 

 Keep the indoor and outdoor areas clear of garbage. 

 
4.  Participate   

 Follow your daily schedule. 

 Be on time for all activities. 

 Do your journal once a day. 

 Ask for help if you don’t know how to do something. 

 

Enjoy and have fun out on the land! 
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Section 4: 

Assessment 

 

A teacher dog sledding to camp. 2011  
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 PACKING   

 
  

Here is a list of the things you need to bring: 

 
Clothing 

□ Three sets of clean clothing (pants, underclothing and   

warm shirts) 

□ Runners or mukluks for inside the tent 

□ 4 pairs of warm socks 

 

 
Outdoor clothing 

□ Ski pants 

□ Ski boots 

□ Warm hat 

□ Warm mitts 

□  Scarf 

 

 
Bedding 

□ Sleeping bag –30 °C 

□ Warm blanket 

□ Pillow 

 

 

Personal items 

□ 2 sets of face towels, 1 face cloth 

□ Comb or brush 

□ Sunscreen (a must) 

□ Sunglasses (a must) 

□ Hair ties 

□ Toothbrush, toothpaste, floss 
□ Journal, pens & pencils (from school) 
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Free Space for  

Writing  
&  

Drawing! 
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Camp Journal Day 4  Date:_____________ 

I heard an interesting story from 

__________________________ (Elder’s name). 

 

Draw a picture of that story. 

Using words, tell a story about something funny that 
happened at Culture Camp: 
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Camp Journal Day 3  Date:_____________ 

Today I did these activities: (circle) 

 

 

 

 

 
 Dogsledding          Muskrat trapping         Rabbit snaring 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Helped with cooking                     Heard a story 

 

Interview a friend:______________________ (name) 

 

What was the most difficult activity at Culture Camp? 
 

 
 

 

Why was it the hardest activity? 
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Section 2: 

Camp Activities 

 

Darcy, Marlon & Nathaniel snowshoeing to  
their rabbit snares. 2011 
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Where are You? 
 

What is the name of the camp? 

____________________________________ 
 
What is the name of the lake beside the camp? 
 
______________________________________________________ 

 
 
Draw a picture of you getting to the camp. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
How did you feel when you got to the camp? Circle one. 

 
Excited                     Happy                       Hyper 
 
Angry                       Worried                     Funny 

 
Calm                         Bored                        Good 
 
 

Why did you feel this why? 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 

 35 

Camp Journal Day 2  Date:_____________ 

Today I did these activities: (circle) 

 

 

 

 

 
 Dogsledding          Muskrat trapping         Rabbit snaring 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Helped with cooking                     Heard a story 

 

Interview a friend:______________________ (name) 

 

What is their favorite activity at Culture Camp? 
 

 
 

 

Why is it their favorite activity? 
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Camp Journal Day 1  Date:_____________ 

I am sharing a tent with (write their names and draw a 

picture of them): 

What are you most excited to do this Culture Camp? 

Draw a picture of you doing that activity! 
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 Why do People Use Maps? 

 

Brainpower!!  Write or draw your reasons why people use maps in the  

circles below: 
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OVERHEAD MAP 
 

Draw a map of the inside of your tent. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

DOOR 

 
Symbols:       

 
Stove -    Bags -     Counterrtop -                           
 

Bed -    Boots -   _____________ 
 

Wood -   Toilet -   _____________ 
 

 33 

 

 

Section 3: 

Camp Journal 

 

Aaron working on his camp journal in the teaching tent. 2011 
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_____________________________ 

 
_____________________________ 

 

_____________________________ 
 

_____________________________ 

 
_____________________________ 

 

_____________________________ 
 

_____________________________ 

 
_____________________________ 

 

_____________________________ 
 

_____________________________ 

 
_____________________________ 

 
_____________________________ 
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 OVERHEAD MAP 
 

Draw a map of the camp. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
‘ 
 
Hint: Create symbols for objects and provide a 
legend so people can follow your map.  
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Camp Map Checklist 
 

Did you remember? 

 

Cook Tent: Yes or No 

 

Bathrooms: Yes or No 

 

Woodpile: Yes or No 

 

Picnic Tables: Yes or No 

 

Trails: Yes or No 

 

Skidoo Parking: Yes or No 

 

What Other Items Did You Draw? 
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Try writing another story…. 

 
_____________________________ 

 

_____________________________ 
 

_____________________________ 

 
_____________________________ 

 

_____________________________ 
 

_____________________________ 

 
_____________________________ 

 

_____________________________ 
 

_____________________________ 

 
_____________________________ 

 
_____________________________ 
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_____________________________ 

 
_____________________________ 

 

_____________________________ 
 

_____________________________ 

 
_____________________________ 

 

_____________________________ 
 

_____________________________ 

 
_____________________________ 

 

_____________________________ 
 

_____________________________ 

 
_____________________________ 

 
_____________________________ 
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Scavenger Hunt 

 
There are treasures hidden around camp!!  

 
Using your map on page 13 draw  

an X where you found the treasures.  
 

Bring one treasure back with you in your treasure bag. 

 
Good luck! 

 
 
 
 
 

What treasures did you find? Write or draw your answer. 
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Hunting in the PAST 
 

Listen to the Elder and look at the tools 

used in the PAST to hunt animals for food 

and clothing. 

 

Draw examples of the tools used in the past 

to hunt. 
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_____________________________ 

 
_____________________________ 

 

_____________________________ 
 

_____________________________ 

 
_____________________________ 

 

_____________________________ 
 

_____________________________ 

 
_____________________________ 

 

_____________________________ 
 

_____________________________ 

 
_____________________________ 

 
_____________________________ 
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Here is your chance to write  
a story for the Camp Magazine! 

 

______________________ 
By_________ 

 

_____________________________ 
 

_____________________________ 

 
_____________________________ 

 

_____________________________ 
 

_____________________________ 
 

_____________________________ 

 
_____________________________ 

 

_____________________________ 
 

_____________________________ 

 
_____________________________ 
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Hunting NOW 
 

Listen to the Elder and look at the tools 

used NOW to hunt animals for food and 

clothing. 

 

Draw examples of the tools used for hunting 

NOW.  
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Hunting in the FUTURE 
 

Make a prediction of what tools will look like 

in the future for hunting. 

 

Draw and name these hunting tools. 
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Moving, Eating Healthy, Sleeping & 
Keeping Clean...Makes Us 
 

Healthy 

 
Draw yourself healthy in each scene. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

At Camp 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

At School 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

At Home 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

With Friends 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Talking to an Elder 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Driving a Skidoo 
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Let’s Have a Good Sleep! 
 

At camp we have a good sleep! What do we do to make 
sure we have a good sleep? Write them down or draw 
them! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Let’s Keep Clean! 
 

At camp we keep clean and dry!  Write down or draw the 
ways we keep clean and dry at camp! 
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What Did People Hunt, Trap or 

Snare? 
 

Animal: Rabbit  
 
Other Names for Rabbit: _____________________ 
 
Draw a picture of how to catch a rabbit. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Why do First Nation people catch rabbits?   
Circle the correct answers. 
 
 Food    Exercise  

 
 Feed an Elder  Culture 
 
 Clothing   Medicine 
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What Did People Hunt, Trap or 

Snare?  YOU PICK!! 
 

Animal: ______________________  (you pick) 
 
Other Names: _____________________ 
 
Draw a picture of how to catch a __________________. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Why do First Nation people catch _____________? 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
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Let’s Eat Healthy! 
 
At camp we eat healthy! We eat traditional foods, vegeta-
bles and fruit. No junk food.  
 
Write or draw all the healthy foods we eat at camp! 
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Being Healthy - Feeling Good! 
Let’s Get Moving!  
 
At camp we are active!  We move, run, walk, lift, play and 
more! Write down or draw all the ways we are active at 
camp! 
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Can you find these tracks? 
 

 
1. Rabbit   Yes  No 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Where did you find them? Draw or write where you found 
them.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://ca.wrs.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTf2qWWGFNQzwAk.ftFAx.;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1hoo1ovmm/EXP=1298254102/**http%3a/ca.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3fback=http%253A%252F%252Fca.images.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimag
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Can you find these tracks? 
 
 
2. Caribou   Yes   No 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Where did you find them? Draw or write where you found 
them. 

 
 
 
 
 
3. Moose   Yes   No 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Where did you find them? Draw or write where you found 
them. 
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Can you find these tracks? 

 
 
4. Wolverine  Yes   No 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Where did you find them? Draw or write where you found 
them. 

 
 
 
 
5. Human   Yes  No 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Where did you find them? Draw or write where you found 
them. 

http://ca.wrs.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTf2lNWWFNNnAAOybtFAx.;_ylu=X3oDMTBpZTByOGFiBHBvcwMyBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1jh9ljpsk/EXP=1298254285/**http%3a/ca.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3fback=http%253A%252F%252Fca.images.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimag
http://ca.wrs.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTf22bWWFNUVwAeCntFAx.;_ylu=X3oDMTBqOWNzdmtoBHBvcwM0MARzZWMDc3IEdnRpZAM-/SIG=1kdt6reg3/EXP=1298254363/**http%3a/ca.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3fback=http%253A%252F%252Fca.images.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimag
http://ca.wrs.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTf23XWWFNRx4Af87tFAx.;_ylu=X3oDMTBpaWhqZmNtBHBvcwMzBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1jncu6r3e/EXP=1298254423/**http%3a/ca.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3fback=http%253A%252F%252Fca.images.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimag
http://ca.wrs.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTf20GWmFN_00AlnrtFAx.;_ylu=X3oDMTBpaWhqZmNtBHBvcwMzBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j4m45qhm/EXP=1298254470/**http%3a/ca.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3fback=http%253A%252F%252Fca.images.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimag

